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OPINION 1604

ICHTHYOPHIIDAE Taylor, 1968 (Amphibia, Gymnophiona): conserved

Ruling

(1) Under the plenary powers the name Epicrium Wagler, 1 828 is hereby suppressed

for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of

Homonymy.

(2) The name Ichthyophis Fitzinger, 1826 (gender: mascuhne), type species by

monotypy Caecilia glutinosa Linnaeus, 1758, is hereby placed on the Official List of

Generic Names in Zoology.

(3) The name glutinosa Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Caecilia

glutinosa (specific name of the type species of Ichthyophis Fitzinger, 1826), is hereby

placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology.

(4) The name ichthyophiidae Taylor, 1 968 (type genus Ichthyophis Fitzinger, 1 826)

is hereby placed on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology.

(5) The name Epicrium Wagler, 1828, as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby placed on

the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology.

(6) The name epicriidae (published as 'Epicria') Fitzinger, 1843 (type genus

Epicrium Wagler, 1828) (invalid because the name of the type genus is suppressed in (1)

above) is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group

Names in Zoology.

History of Case 2616

An application for the conservation of iCHTHYOPffliDAE Taylor, 1968 was received

from Drs M. Wilkinson & R.A. Nussbaum {University of Michigan, Michigan, U.S.A.)

on 6 July 1987 and published in BZN 45: 207-209 (September 1988). Notice of the

case was sent to appropriate journals. A comment in support from Dr H.M. Smith

(University of Colorado at Boulder, Colorado, U.S.A.) was pubHshed in BZN46: 134

(June 1989). It should be noted that Caecilia glutinosa Linnaeus, 1758 appears on p. 229

of Systema Naturae (Ed. 10, vol. 1), not p. 299 as stated in para. 1 of the application.

Decision of the Commission

On 1 December 1989 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the

proposals published in BZN45: 208. At the close of the voting period on 1 March 1990

the votes were as follows:

Affirmative votes —26: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corhss, Dupuis, Hahn,

Halvorsen, Heppell, Holthuis, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert,

Martins de Souza, Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster,

Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink

Negative votes —1 : Thompson.

No vote was received from Starobogatov.

Lehtinen and Schuster cormnented that the suppression of Epicrium Wagler, 1828

would avoid famiUal homonymy between caeciUans and mesostigmatid mites. In the

latter group EPiCRiroAE Berlese, 1885 is a well established family, based on Epicrius

Canestrini & Fanzago, 1877. Thompson considered that there was no reason given to
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suppress Epicrium, and that it would have been possible to give ichthyophiidae

precedence over EPiCRiiDAE. . i

'

[Note by P.K. Tubbs. The status of family-group names derived from suppressed

names of type genera requires further consideration by the Commission. In the present

case Epicrium Wagler, 1828 has been suppressed 'but not for the purposes of the

Principle of Homonymy', and its derived family name epicriidae Fitzinger, 1843 can

no longer threaten junior synonyms such as ichthyophiidae Taylor, 1968. In order to

protect the junior homonymepicriidae Berlese, 1885 mentioned by Drs Lehtinen and

Schuster it is necessary that epicriidae Fitzinger be not just nomenclaturally invalid

but that it be unavailable, i.e. that it ceases to have any status in nomenclature. Auto-

matic suppression of family name availability would be desirable in this case, and

probably should apply to most if not all cases where the name of a type genus is, or has

been, suppressed by the Commission using its plenary powers. Pending consideration

of this, epicriidae Berlese, 1 885 is conserved under Article 80 of the Code (maintenance

of existing usage)].

Original references

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and Official

Indexes by the ruling given in the present Opinion:

EPICRIIDAE Fitzinger, 1843, Systema Reptilium... fasciculus primus: Amblyglossae (Conspectus

geographicus), p. 34.

EpicnumWag\er, Isis, von Oken,21{7): col. 142.

glutinosa, Caecilia, Linnaeus, 1758, Systema Naturae, Ed. 10, vol. 1, p. 229.

ichthyophiidae Taylor, 1968, The caecilians of the world: a taxonomic review, p. 46.

Ichthyophis Fitzinger, 1826, Neue Classification der Reptilien nach ihren natiirlichen verwandt-

schaften nebst einer Verwandtschaftstafel und einem Verzeichnisse der Reptiliensammlung des

KK. zoologischen Museums zu Wien, p. 36.


